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The  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  will  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  22  and  23.  The 
public  meeting  will  be  the  evening  of  the  22d.  ■  We  expect 
our  western  Auxiliaries  to  be  well  represented,  since  the 
meeting  will  be  in  their  midst ;  may  we  not  have  a  large 
representation  from  the  New  England  and  Middle  States  ? 
Though  the  distance  and  the  expense  be  great,  the  advantage 
to  be  gained  in  the  impulse  given  to  Auxiliaries  by  the  reports 
of  delegates  will  far  exceed  the  outlay. 


It  has  been  decided  to  hold  in  Paris,  during  the  first 
week  in  June,  a  second  "  International  Conference"  of  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  the  Mission  in  France,  Great 
Britain  and  America,  and  the  Board  of  Direction  cordially 
invite  delegates  to  represent  the  American  McAU  Associa- 
tion. Last  year  there  were  several  representatives  from 
America  present,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  this  year 
a  still  larger  representation. 


Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  winter  in  France,  Mrs. 
Chase  has  remained  in  London,  m  the  home  of  Mrs.  Robert 
McAU.  We  hear  that  her  health  is  somewhat  improved,  and 
that  she  hopes  to  go  to  Paris  in  April. 
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The  Emngelistic  Mission  of  France. 


Our  friends  will  render  the  Association  a  good  service  if 
they  will  send  the  following  information  to  acquaintances 
intending  to  visit  Paris  during  the  summer: 

Meetings  of  the  "Mission  Populaire  "  in  Paris. 

23  Rue  Royale  (Salle  Phila.),  every  evening  at  8.15  ; 
Friday  at  3.30  (Workers'  Prayer-meeting);  Sunday  at  4.30. 

104  Rue  St.  Antoine  (Salle  New  York),  every  evening 
at  8  o'clock. 

8  Boulevard  Bonne  Nouvelle  (Salle  Baltimore),  every 
evening  at  8. 15. 

133  Rue  St.  Denis,  every  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

56  Boulevard  Barbes  (Salle  Boston),  Monday  and  Friday 
at  8  o'clock. 

59  Avenue  Wagram  (Salle  Beach),  Tuesday  and  Friday 
at  8  o'clock. 


Miss  Frances  Lea  and  Rev.  L.  T.  Chamberlain,  D.  D., 
of  Brooklyn,  were  united  in  marriage  on  December  30.  Since 
he  became  a  resident  of  Philadelphia  Dr.  Chamberlain  has 
very  generously  devoted  much  time  to  the  interests  of  the 
Association,  and  has  delivered  eloquent  addresses  before  ten 
or  twelve  Auxiliaries.  Our  friends  sailed  March  16  for  a 
seven  months'  absence  in  Europe.  During  the  absence  of 
the  Treasurer,  the  duties  of  her  office  will  be  discharged  by 
our  devoted  and  efficient  Assistant  Treasurer,  Miss  Caroline 
Remington. 


We  are  pained  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  R.  H.  Brown, 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Louisville  Auxiliary.  "She 
was  liberal,  faithful,  judicious,  continuous  in  good  works  ;  and 
in  her  consecrated  life  proved  that  she  recognized  that  her 
Master  wanted  her  best  service." 
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The  sale  of"  Fifine"  has  far  exceeded  our  expectations,  the 
first  edition  being  already  nearly  exhausted.  A  friend  writes  : 
"The  reading  of  my  first  copy  of  'Fifine'  brought  from  a 
young  lady  an  immediate  response  of  ^8."  Another  says: 
"]  have  read  'Fifine'  and  think  it  charming.  The  style  is 
simple,  and  the  story  shows  how  the  Mission  reaches  out 
almost  invisible  hands  to  lift  up  those  poor  lost  ones  who  are 
without  hope." 


From  the  marked  success  everywhere  attending  the  Mis- 
sionary Boat,  which  was  moored  for  seven  weeks  last  summer 
at  the  Pont  de  la  Concorde  in  Paris,  has  resulted  a  strong 
desire  to  have  a  vessel  permanently  connected  with  the  McAll 
Mission,  a  slight  construction,  fitted  for  the  vast  internal 
system  of  rivers  and  canals  running  through  the  country.  Two 
esteemed  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Pirn,  have  generally  placed  their  free  services  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Mission,  and  offers  of  gratuitous  help  have  been 
received  from  several  devoted  missionaries.  In  order  to 
carry  out  this  important  project,  special  contributions  are 
indispensable  for  the  purchase  of  the  boat,  and  for  running 
expenses.  Will  not  American  Christians  help  the  Board  in 
Paris  to  realize  what  they  are  well  assured  would,  under 
Divine  influence,  diffuse  far  and  wide  the  light  of  the  truth  in 
France  ? 


We  have  received  from  many  quarters  congratulations 
upon  the  improved  appearance  of  the  Record  in  its  "  new 
dress."  What  is  even  more  gratifying,  our  subscription  list 
has  been  considerably  augmented  since  the  first  of  January. 
Who  of  our  readers  will  help  us  double  the  present  list  by 
getting  up  a  club  of  twenty  subscribers  among  friends  whom 
they  wish  to  interest  in  the  McAll  Mission  ?  Subscriptions 
may  be  sent  in  at  any  time. 
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The  Evangelistic  Mission tof  France. 


ONE  RESULT  OF  THE  McALL  MISSION. 

There  is  one  influence  of  the  McAU  mission  which  we 
are  slow  to  realize,  but  which,  when  we  have  once  grasped  it, 
must  make  us  more  than  even  eager  to  have  a  share  in  its 
work.  It  is  the  effect  it  has  had  upon  French  Protestant 
Christians  in  the  matter  of  evangelization.  It  is  difficult  for 
us  who  have  been  brought  up  to  reckon  personal  work  for  the 
salvation  of  others  as  among  the  first  of  Christian  duties,  to 
understand  how  far  French  Christians  are  from  any  such  notion. 
It  is  even  yet  an  unusual  thing  to  find  a  Christian  believer, 
however  devout  and  conscientious,  who  feels  himself  "  put  in 
trust  with  souls "  as  all  Christians  among  us  do  or  blame 
themselves  for  not  doing.  It  is  not  long,  indeed,  since  the 
time  when  French  pastors,  even,  felt  no  such  "burden  of 
souls,"  as  our  own  ministers  are  always  wont  to  feel. 

The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek  when  we  look  back  over 
their  history.  For  generations  they  were  positively  forbidden, 
under  heavy  penalties,  to  make  any  attempt  at  proselytizing. 
Under  no  circumstances  might  they  dare  take  any  steps  to 
bring  unto  their  churches  any  who  were  not  already  there 
by  inheritance  of  birth.  Naturally,  even  pastors  ceased  to 
feel  responsibility  where  they  had  no  opportunity,  and  as  to 
the  lay  members,  there  was  no  possibility  of  their  being  trained 
to  activity.  What  wonder,  then,  that  thus  bound  in  fetters, 
the  spirit  of  Christian  aggression  became  benumbed  and  like 
to  die  ? 

When  toleration  came  in  with  the  Republic  the  permis- 
sion to  work  came  with  it.  But  how  should  these  benumbed 
faculties  perform  acts  which  required  most  vigorous  life  ?  As 
the  pastor  of  the  American  Church  lately  said,  the  French 
Protestant  Church  was  like  a  man  one  of  whose  arms  had 
long  been  tied.  Toleration  had  untied  it,  but  he  knew  not 
how  to  use  it.    But  just  at  this  juncture  in  the  providence  of 
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God,  Mr.  McAll  went  to  Paris.  His  mission  was  a  wonderful 
object  lesson  to  the  Christian  people  and  especially  to  the 
Christian  pastors  of  France.  Doubtless  the  wonderful  jjrogrcss 
which  French  Protestantism  has  made  during  the  past  eighteen 
years,  would  have  been  made  sooner  or  later,  in  any  case. 
The  spirit  of  God  has  been  manifest  in  that  church,  inspiring 
and  impelling  it  to  a  new  and  vigorous  life.  But  its  progress 
has  been  facilitated  and  in  some  degree  directed  by  the  work 
and  the  example  of  Mr.  McAll.  He  went  before  them  with 
methods  which  to  them  were  entirely  new,  and  proved  their 
practicability — more  than  that  he  proved  their  fitness  to  the 
actually  existing  condition.  He  made  evident  the  undreamed 
of  fact  that  the  mass  of  the  people  were  waiting  for  a  religion, 
ready  to  be  taught,  longing  for  they  knew  not  what,  but  what 
the  result  has  proved  to  be  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Here,  then,  is  an  added  reason,  if  such  were  needed,  for 
our  entering  with  new  zeal  and  fresh  interest  into  the  labor  of 
sustaining  the  McAll  Mission.  We  are  not  only  helping  in 
the  evangelization  of  the  masses  through  our  own  Missions,- 
we  are  helping  to  lend  inspiration  and  efficiency  to  a  great 
historic  church,  one  which  has  evidently  been  blessed  of  God 
in  ages  past,  and  one  which  most  assuredly  must  be  a  most 
potent  agency  for  that  renovation  of  the  nations,  and  that 
ushering  in  of  the  new  Christian  Age,  which  we  all  eagerly 
hope  and  to  which  we  look  forward  with  confident  faith. 


A  striking  indication  that  the  present  is  a  peculiarly  favor- 
able time  for  gospel  work  in  Paris  is  found  in  the  fact  that  in 
two  of  the  central  halls,  those  of  Salle  Philadelphia  and  Salle 
Baltimore,  the  aggregate  attendance  during  1890,  omitting  all 
extra  meetings,  has  exceeded  that  of  1889  by  24,300,  and 
this  without  any  novelty  of  procedure  or  special  attempt  at 
publicity. 
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7  lie  Eoangelistic  Mission  of  France. 


RE-OPENING  OF  THE  SALLE  AVENUE  RAPP. 

Letter  from  Rev.  R.  W.  McAll,  D.  D. 

The  Christmas  gatherings  in  our  numerous  Mission-schools, 
especially  in  Paris,  have  been  of  unusual  interest.  The  hun- 
dreds of  the  young  who  thronged  the  Mission-halls,  their 
admirable  good  conduct,  even  in  the  very  lowest  quarters  of 
the  city,  the  Biblical  knowledge  they  evidenced  in  reciting 
passages  of  the  Bible,  and  in  answering  questions,  irresistibly 
prove  the  hold  we  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  upon  some 
thousands  of  the  rising  race  in  Paris.  The  most  striking 
feature  of  all  was  the  groups  of  young  men  and  young  women 
in  all  our  principal  schools,  the  germ,  we  trust,  of  so  many 
societies  of  "  Christian  Endeavor."  In  many  instances  they 
added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  these  celebrations,  ^by  rising  to 
sing  hymns  and  sacred  pieces.  Not  a  few  of  them  have 
become,  in  their  turn,  efficient  Sunday-school  teachers.  The 
youthful  portion  of  our  charge,  alike  in  Paris  and  in  the 
provinces,  constitute,  more  and  more,  the  hope  and  promise 
of  our  work. 

Another  very  pleasing  feature,  this  month,  has  been  the 
re-opening  of  the  Hall  at  Porte  Rapp,  which  was  our  principal 
temporary  hall  during  the  "  Exposition  Universelle."  It  was 
with  great  regret  that  we  left  it  after  the  Exposition  closed.  It 
had  become  hallowed  by  the  many  deeply  solemn  gatherings 
held  in  it,  and  above  all  by  the  series  of  evident  triumphs  of 
the  gospel  signalized  there.  As,  however,  the  little  station  of 
Avenue  Bosquet  was  close  by,  our  funds  did  not  allow  us  to 
retain  the  Salle  Rapp  so  long  as  the  lease  of  the  former  con- 
tinued. With  the  new  year,  we  were  free  to^take  anew  the 
larger  and  more  eligible  place,  and  we  were  most  happy  to  be 
able  to  do  so,  partly  because,  since  the  Exposition,  the  hall 
had  been  too  small  for  the  interesting  congregation  gathered 
there,  and  partly  because  the  rent  of  the  larger  place  was 
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much  less  than  that  of  the  smaller  one.  So  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  re-opening  the  hall  at  Porte  Rapp  on  January  i6, 
under  the  title  of  "  Salle  Worcester,"  its  support  being,  hence- 
forward, kindly  undertaken  by  our  auxiliary  at  Worcester, 
Mass.  It  was  a  truly  interesting  occasion,  the  Hall,  able  to 
seat  two  hundred  persons,  or,  on  removing  a  curtain,  nearly 
three  hundred,  looked  remarkably  neat  and  inviting. 
Notwithstanding  the  bitter  cold,  a  goodly  company  assem- 
bled. To  many  of  these  it  was,  in  fact,  the  return  to  their 
spiritual  birthplace.  The  founder  of  the  Mission  presided, 
and  was  aided  by  Monsieur  Paumier,  Reformed  pastor  of  the 
district,  Monsieur  Reveillaud,  and  Dr.  Benham,  one  of  the 
main  workers  of  the  station.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Benham  most 
kindly  offered  a  cup  of  tea  to  those  present,  a  social  recogni- 
tion which,  evidently,  gave  them  great  delight.  These 
friends,  and  a  valued  lady  worker  pointed  out  to  us,  scattered 
over  the  room,  those  who  had,  during  the  Exposition,  found 
the  Saviour  there.  At  the  close,  one  man,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  desired  to  speak  with  us.  He  is  a  master  carpenter, 
residing  now  in  a  distant  part  of  Paris,  and  a  man  full  of  zeal 
and  vigor.  AVe  shall  never  forget  the  warm  pressure  of  our 
hand,  nor  the  evident  deep  feeling  with  which  he  said  to  us: 
"This  is  the  place  where  I  came  to  know  my  Saviour,  for 
which  I  shall  be  forever  grateful."  Besides  four  regular  public 
services  per  week,  one  of  which  is  especially  set  apart  for  Bible 
study,  there  are  an  interesting  Mothers'  Meeting  and  a  small 
Bible-class,  composed  of  educated  ladies,  also  of  those  whose 
interest  was  awakened  during  the  Exposition.  It  is  a  significant 
and  cheering  fact,  that  both  our  two,  as  we  supposed,  tem- 
porary halls  at  the  Exposition  gates,  this  and  that  of  Place 
du  Trocadero,  have  become  permanent  stations. 

A  very  interesting  event  took  place  on  Sunday,  January 
25,  well  (fitted  to  stimulate  the  zeal  of  our  kind  friends  at 
Indianapolis   who  sustain   the  expenses  of   our  station  at 
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Avenue  Ledru-RoUin,  Paris.  The  occasion  was  the  ordina- 
tion as  Missionary  pastor  of  our  young  colleague,  M.  Migot, 
who  has  just  honorably  completed  his  theological  studies. 
The  service  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the  Rue  St.  Maur, 
under  the  presidency  of  Pastor  Cressell,  with  whom  M.  Migot 
is,  henceforward,  assistant  minister,  set  apart  for  the  station 
of  Indianapolis.  Pastors  of  Reformed,  Lutheran  and  Free 
churches  took  part.  The  building  was  densely  crowded,  a 
great  number  of  the  attendants  of  our  station  having  come 
from  a  distance  to  be  present.  The  statement  of  the  young 
pastor  was  most  touching.  He  referred,  with  affection  and  much 
emotion,  to  his  association  with  our  mission  during  his  colle- 
giate course,  telling  how,  in  seeking  to  work  for  the  eternal 
good  of  the  poor  people,  and  especially  of  the  young 
frequenting  our  Mission-room,  his  own  heart  had  been 
refreshed,  and  his  experiences  of  spiritual  things  deepened.  It 
is  delightful  to  see  how  M.  Migot  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
drawing  around  them  the  sym])athies  of  the  extremely  poor 
and  very  populous  neighborhood  in  which  the  Indianapolis 
hall  is  situated.  The  bands  of  young  people  whom  they  are 
faithfully  and  successfully  training  are,  above  all,  the  hope 
and  promise  of  the  work,  and  bid  fair  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
true  missionary  and  working  class.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
building  in  the  Avenue  Ledru-RoUin,  lent  to  us  by  the 
Societe  Evangelique  de  France  is  the  same  in  which  the  cele- 
brated and  gifted  Pastor  Bersier  first  commenced  his  ministry 
among  the  working  classes  of  Paris. 
Paris,  Feb.  4,  1891. 


The  Gospel  Temperance  movement,  styled  "  La  Croix 
Bleue,"  has  spread  to  many  cities  and  towns  in  France.  We 
hear  from  missionaries  in  various  places  that  a  society  has 
been  organized  in  their  midst,  and  that  the  halls  of  the  Mis- 
sion are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  its  representatives, 
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A  SUNDAY  AT  MARSEILLES. 
From  "  L'Egi.ise  Lihre,"  Fehruary  i3,  1891. 

The  "  Eglise  Libre"  (Free  Church),  by  the  position  and 
zeal  of  several  of  its  members,  takes  an  active  part  in  the 
evangelization  of  Marseilles,  notably  in  the  McAU  Mission. 
Here  is  to  be  found  a  common  field  open  to  the  Christians  of 
the  great  city  ;  they  here  meet  each  other  and  fraternize  in  a 
practical  manner.  Your  correspondent  passed  a  good  part  of 
one  Sunday  afternoon  in  one  of  the  principle  halls  of  the 
Mission.  '  It  is  situated  upon  the  quay  overlooking  the  vessels 
whose  great  masts  the  speaker  may  see  through  the  window 
panes,  reminding  him  of  distant  voyages  and  dangers.  At 
2.30  the  hall  was  occupied  by  the  Temperance  Society, 
recently  organized,  and  small  as  yet,  but  destined  to  render 
great  services.  One  excellent  feature  of  this  meeting  was  the 
freedom  there  manifested,  each  one  in  his  own  way,  and  in  his 
own  language  spoke  his  thought,  took  his  share  of  the  work, 
gave  information  concerning  absent  members. 

At  4  o'clock  there  was  held  an  evangelistic  service 
conducted  by  the  director  of  the  Mission,  Pastor  Lenoir. 
Here  one  has  before  him  the  very  people  one  wishes  to  reach 
— the  passers-by,  the  mixed  public,  the  sailors,  listeners  who 
come  and  go  during  a  part  of  the  service.  One  is  happy  to 
set  before  them  the  message  of  salvation,  and  their  attention 
is  most  encouraging. 

The  Mc.\ll  Mission  has  another  hall  in  the  same  quarter, 
always  well  attended,  and  there  are  three  others  in  populous 
districts  of  the  city.  Besides  these  there  are  two  stations 
devoted  entirely  to  the  children.  One  is  simply  a  "  cour  " 
where  the  children  assemble  in  the  open  air  on  Sunday  at 
1.30  when  the  weather  permits.  They  count  upon  a  good 
friend  for  heat,  the  sun  of  Marseilles.    In  several  of  the  halls 
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Mothers'  Meetings  have  been  established.  On  Monday  I 
was  invited  to  speak  to  the  women  of  one  of  these  meetings, 
and  to  take  a  cup  of  tea  with  them  on  tlie  occasion  of  a  little 
fSte  given  to  the  regular  attendants.  There  were  about  sixty 
women  present,  some  of  whom  had  brought  their  babies. 
Some  one  asked  how  many  of  their  number  were  natives  of 
Marseilles.  Only  seven  raised  the  hand.  The  truth  is  that 
all  the  Midi  is  represented  here.  But  what  misery  there  is  in 
this  rue  National  !  A  lady  told  me  that  she  hardly  dared 
undertake  her  visits,  fearing  to  meet  suffering  that  she  could 
not  relieve. 

To  a  Christian  who  is  passing  through  a  period  of  spiritual 
decline  and  needs  renewing  I  would  recommend  a  visit  to 
these  valiant  servants  of  God,  and  a  profound  study  of  their 
work.  He  would  return,  surely,  with  a  new  desire  to  work 
for  his  divine  Savionr.  He  would  see  much  misery,  but  many 
restorations.  We  noticed  at  the  temperance  meeting  a  work- 
man who  said,  "  Man  has  his  greatest  enemy  within  him; 
one  may  protect  himself  from  annuals,  but  not  from  that 
enemy."  That  man  had  set  out  to  throw  himself  into  the 
sea,  when  a  page  of  a  book  attracted  his  attention  ;  it  bore 
these  words :  "  Thou  shalt  not  kill."  He  was  much  struck 
by  it,  abandoned  his  project,  and  prayed  to  God,  persuaded 
that  God  had  spoken  thus  to  him.  He  came  to  the  Mission  hall 
and  there  gave  himself  to  the  Saviour.  A  Roman  Catholic 
priest  (this  is  an  exception)  said  to  one  of  the  evangelists,  "I 
find  a  great  difference  between  my  catechumens  who  attend 
your  school  and  those  who  do  not.  The  former  have  a  more 
delicate  conscience  and  their  replies  show  that  they  regard 
the  Saviour  altogether  differently  from  the  others. 


CH.  LUIGI. 
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WORK  AMONG  THE  YOUNG. 

Rev.  C.  E.  Greig. 

Undoubtedly  the  great  event  of  the  year  for  us  has  been 
the  introduction  of  the  American  pictures.  From  all  sides 
come  profuse  expressions  of  thanks  and  abundant  testimony 
to  the  increased  life  and  energy  which  has  come  to  the  schools 
through  them.  It  is  not  easy  to  say  which  of  the  publications 
has  the  most  success.  The  large  wall-picture  gives  point  and 
life  to  the  superintendent's  address  ;  the  little  card  literally 
carries  home  the  lesson  and  its  application  ;  while  the  leaflet 
assures  knowledge  of  the  actual  words  to  be  studied  on  the 
part  of  all  members  of  the  class,  and  renders  highly  probable 
the  perusal  at  home  by  the  parents  of  a  well-selected  portion 
of  Scripture  on  which  the  children  are  eager  to  answer  any 
question  that  may  be  put.  A  little  care  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers  easily  secures  that  the  whole  Book  be  brought  to  the 
school  and  used  there,  in  spite  of  the  convenient  leaflet  ready 
to  hand  but  not  meeting  all  emergencies.  The  translation 
also  of  Dr.  Peloubet's  "Notes,"  whose  value  has  long  been 
known  to  all  who  use  the  International  List  of  Lessons,  has 
been  very  highly  prized,  and  will  become  more  so  as  our 
teachers  learn  how  to  use  it,  and  cease  to  look  in  it  for  a 
handy  r^j/////^  of  the  most  striking  "points"  of  the  lesson 
which  they  may  forthwith  trill  out  to  their  class  without  further 
trouble.  The  general  effect  of  the  American  gift  upon  our 
staff  has  been  to  urge  them  with  reiterated  vehemence  to  take 
trouble,  and,  as  always,  those  who  have  so  done  have  got  a 
rich  reward. 

We  did  not  altogether  lose  sight  during  1890  of  the  need 
for  encouraging  the  singing  in  our  schools.  Tne  new  edition 
of  the  little  book,  owned  by  the  Societe  des  Ecoles  du  JDimattche, 
having  been  delayed  in  publication  far  beyond  the  limit  of 
time  originally  assigned,  we  were  forced,  in  Paris  at  least,  to 
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fall  bac  k  upon  our  old  system  of  printed  leaflets,  taking  first 
those  of  the  "  Cantiques  Populaircs  "  that  were  suitable  to 
children  and  then  choosing  out  of  the  leaflets  of  former  years 
those  that  had  been  most  popular,  adapting  to  them,  in  some 
cases,  new  music.  The  result  has  been  encouraging,  and 
seems  to  show  that  this  method  is  the  right  one.  Some  day 
we  may  have  enough  money  to  print  these  new  hymns  which 
are  thus  put  on  trial,  with  the  music,  a  couple  at  a  time,  and 
if  they  "  take,"  the  composition  can  then  be  stereotyped,  and 
laid  aside  to  be  added  to  the  next  edition  of  the  "  Cantiques 
Populaires."  What  the  children  accept,  sing  with  gusto,  and 
understand,  their  parents  or  other  adults  will  like  also ; 
the  life  of  a  meeting  depends  on  its  singing,  and  the  singing 
of  the  ordinary  meeting  depends  on  the  children  in  it :  it  is 
of  vital  importance,  therefore,  to  the  whole  work  that  the 
school  hymns  should  be  well  looked  to. 

In  1890  we  published  for  the  first  time  a  list  of  daily 
Bible-readings  especially  chosen  in  view  of  our  own  needs.  It 
was  confessedly  modelled  on  that  published  by  Mr.  T.  B. 
Bishop,  and  was  by  him  wished  hearty  God-speed,  but  dif- 
ferent from  his  in  one  or  two  particulars,  which  experience 
had  shown  to  be  of  some  importance  to  our  young  people. 
Three  things  have  to  be  borne  in  mind  with  respect  to  the 
members  of  any  Bible-reading  union  in  connection  with  our 
work.  They  are  unaccustomed  to  Bible  language,  and  unfa- 
miliar with  Bible  facts :  for  six  days  in  the  week  they  leave 
home  for  work  (on  an  average)  at  seven  a.m.,  and  return  at 
nine  p.m.,  and  on  Sunday  they  will  have  to  work  at  least  half 
the  day,  or  spend  it  at  Xht  Lavoir:  and,  lastly,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  have  privacy  in  a  small  house,  and  some  at  least 
of  the  family  are  sure  to  be  bitterly  opposed  to  the  Bible. 
The  passages  chosen  must  therefore  be  short  and  clear,  and 
yet  there  must  be  connection  between  them  from  day  to  day, 
three  dcsiiferafa  not  always  easy  to  harmonize.    Every  honest 
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effort,  however,  to  cope  with  a  difficulty  advances  the  ulti- 
mate solution  of  the  problem,  and  the  fact  that  already  more 
than  double  the  number  of  cards  distributed  in  1S90  have 
been  asked  for  in  view  of  the  needs  of  1891  proves  that  a  real 
need  is  being  in  part,  at  least,  met. 

The  various  young  people's  meetings  have  kept  up  well. 
It  is  less  difficult  to  gather  the  girls  than  the  boys,  not  so 
much  because  the  former  are  more  accessible,  as  because,  on 
the  one  hand,  our  competent  masculine  helpers  are  all 
employed  at  the  regular  adult  meetings  in  the  evening,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  lads  are  much  more  difficult  to  amuse  and 
interest  than  their  sisters.  Dressing  dolls  for  Christmas,  or 
preparing  a  layette  for  some  young  mother,  will  keep  a  Y. 
W.  C.  A.  pleasantly  occupied  a  whole  evening,  but  games 
are  a  poor  equivalent  among  the  young  men.  Gymnastic 
apparatus  has  proved  quite  a  success  at  Bercy,  and  the  lads 
of  their  own  accord  agreed  to  come  a  second  night  in  the 
week  for  Bible  study,  but  the  best  are  apt  to  be  taken  away 
by  art  classes,  and  similar  evening  work. 

The  Ecoles  Populaires  mustered  strong  at  the  Sunday- 
school  Fete  at  the  Trocadero,  in  June,  filling  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  ampitheatre.  The  enormous  size  of  the  building 
prevented  their  voices  coming  out  as  strongly  as  could  have 
been  desired  in  the  part  of  the  programme  reserved  for  them^ 
but  their  conduct  was  excellent,  and  the  sight  of  them  most 
inspiriting.  The  absence  of  Mr.  McAlI  from  the  platform 
was  greatly  to  be  regretted,  as  he  could  not  have  failed  to  be 
encouragad  by  the  ocular  demonstation  of  what  his  Mission 
was  doing  for  the  young  of  Paris. 

Details  of  apparent  success  would  be  out  of  place.  The 
best  testimony  to  the  v/orth  of  the  work  done  is  that  of  a 
school  like  Menilmontant,  where  either  the  superintendent  or 
his  principal  moniteur  can  give  a  closing  address  that  no  pastor 
need  be  ashamed  of,  and  yet  both  of  them  have  learned  all 
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they  know  in  the  mission  schools.  Or  take  a  brother  and 
sister,  Catholic-born,  now  members  of  a  Protestant  church, 
who  have  instituted  regular  family  worship  at  home,  and  won 
over  their  father  and  mother  from  mocking  indifference  to 
pleased  participation,  I  almost  think  to  more.  In  a  sense  we 
children's  workers  live  by  hope  more  than  the  others,  for  in  a 
child  Christianity,  like  all  else,  is  infantine  and  undeveloped; 
but  yet  how  often  we  are  cheered  by  the  unexpected  proof  of 
real  trust  in  Christ,  and  by  that  manifest  change  of  life  which 
God's  Spirit  alone  can  produce.  '•  In  due  season,"  we  are 
told,  "  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not  ;"  it  may  be  reaping,  or 
it  may  only  be  the  watching  of  the  slow  but  sure  growth  of  the 
grain,  I  care  not;  certainly  "the  good  hand  of  our  God 
being  upon  us,"  we  can  say  that  "  the  lines  have  fallen  unto 
us  in  pleasant  places." 
Paris  Report,  1890. 


THE  RELIGIOUS  CONDITION  OF  BRITTANY. 

Pasteur  Henri  Fargues,  of  Nantes. 

Brittany,  that  ancient  province  that  had  so  much  diffi- 
culty to  become  French,  is,  perhaps,  the  most  Catholic 
country  in  the  M^orld.  The  Roman  Catholic  clergy  reigned 
there  for  a  long  time  absolute  masters  ;  and,  although  their 
influence  has  notably  diminished,  it  is  still  considerable. 
Shrines  abound,  the  most  celebrated  being  that  of  Sainte  Anne 
d'Auray,  which  is  thronged  every  year  by  thousands  of 
pilgrims.  The  object  of  the  adoration  of  the  faithful  is  a 
rather  coarse  statue,  said  to  have  fallen  from  heaven  several 
centuries  ago,  which  represents  the  image  of  Anne,  the  mother 
of  the  Virgin  Mary.  She  who  has  her  celebrated  shrines  at 
Lourdes  and  Salette  is  somewhat  set  aside  in  these  parts. 
Sainte  Anne,  the  patron  saint  of  the  sailors,  rules  all. 
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In  the  seventeenth  century  Protestantism  had  made  in 
Brittany  encouraging  progress,  especially  along  the  Loire. 
Flourishing  evangelical  churches  were  found  at  Nantes, 
Frossay,  Pornic,  Croisic  and  at  Guerande,  not  to  speak  of 
those  of  Nort,  of  Vitre,  where  a  general  Synod  was  held,  of 
Rennes,  etc.  The  chateau  de  Blain,  the  residence  of  the 
illustrious  family  of  Rohan,  so  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the 
gospel,  was  the  center  where  the  Huguenots  of  the  neighbor- 
hood sought  refuge  when  persecution  burst  upon  them  with  so 
so  much  fury. 

The  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  in  1685,  swept 
away  most  of  the  churches,  and  the  fishermen  and  sailors  of 
Croisic  and  Pornic  emigrated  to  England  and  Holland  rather 
than  deny  their  faith.  Those  who  remained  went  over  to 
Catholicism,  and  when  the  last  of  the  Protestants  of  Pornic 
had  abjured,  there  was  raised  an  inclined  cross — it  is  stand- 
ing to-day — called  the  Cross  of  the  Huguenots.  All  trace  of 
Protestantism  has  disappeared  there.  Recently  I  was  called  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  a  worthy  and  pious  Alsacien,  and  had 
thus  the  opportunity  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  two  hundred 
of  these  people,  gathered  in  the  open  air.  They  gave  unequivo- 
cal tokens  of  approbation. 

The  times  have  greatly  changed.  Prejudice  has,  in  a 
measure,  disappeared,  even  in  Brittany,  and  the  gospel 
begins  to  regain  some  of  the  lost  territory.  There  are  Prot- 
estant churches  in  Brest,  Quimper,  Lorient,  St.  Malo, 
Rennes  and  Nantes.  Independently  of  these  large  centers, 
the  good  seed  has  been  sown  in  five  or  six  other  localities, 
and  at  this  moment  great  efforts  are  bt;ing  made  to  set  up  other 
beacon  lights. 

The  McAU  Mission  is  at  work  in  the  large  cities  above 
named,  and  gains  many  converts.  In  Nantes  there  are  two 
halls,  and  a  missionary  who  aids  and  encourages  the  pastor.  I 
have  witnessed  here  many  conversions.    The  church  of  which 
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I  am  one  of  the  pastors  has  received  during  the  last  twenty 
years  an  important  number  of  Catholics.  More  than  two 
hundred  members  of  my  flock  are  of  Roman  Catholic  origin. 
Tlie  time  is  past  wlien  priests  burned  New  Testaments,  and 
colporteurs,  one  of  whom  was  formerly  a  monk,  furrow  the 
country.  One  may  say  that  the  ice  is  broken.  Protestantism, 
once  despised,  is  everywhere  received  with  sympathy,  above 
all  in  cities,  where  people  no  longer  follow  blindly  the  priests. 
The  doors  are  wide  open.  Justice,  and  above  all  protection, 
is  assured  to  all  evangelists.  The  gospel  here,  as  elsewhere, 
has  produced  fruit.  Freethinkers  have  become  fervent 
believers ;  a  former  disciple  of  Rome  preaches  to-day  the 
gospel  for  us. 

Pray,  work  and  give  for  a  larger  diffusion  of  the  words 
of  Christ  among  these  Breton  Catholics,  royalists  and  soldiers. 

H.  FARGUES, 
Formerly  pastor  in  Philadephia. 


A  French  law  has  just  been  enacted  limiting  the  hours 
of  labor  for  women  and  children  during  the  day  and  forbid- 
ding their  working  by  night.  This  law  imposes  on  all  indus- 
tries the  obligation  to  give  one  day  of  rest  in  seven  to  women 
and  children.  This  is  evidently  a  step  in  advance  in  favor  of 
the  legal  observance  of  the  Sabbath.  But  the  amendment 
proposed  requiring  that  that  day  of  rest  should  be  Sunday  was 
voted  down.  Doubtless  Sunday  will  be  the  day  chosen  by  the 
employers,  and  the  practical  advantage  will  be  the  same  as  if 
the  day  was  specified.  The  cause  of  Sunday  rest  has  made 
great  progress  in  France  within  a  few  years.  The  public 
offices,  with  the  exception  of  the  post-office,  are  now  nearly 
all  closed  on  Sunday,  and  places  of  business  are  more  and 
more  being  shut  up  so  as  to  make  it  a  day  of  rest. 
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ONEIIUNDRKI)  AND  FIFTY  PARISIAN  FRICKTHINKERS 
WELCOMING  AND  AFrROVING  THE  PRKACH- 
ING  OF  CHRIST  CRUCIFIED. 

(Paris  Report,  i8go.) 

An  impression  is  very  prevalent  in  Britain  and  America 
that  the  French  are  a  frivolous  and  superficial  nation,  so  that 
it  is  a  hopeless  task  to  seek  to  gain  a  deep  and  permanent  hold 
on  them  religiously.  The  characteristic  referred  to  is,  doubt- 
less, widely  spread ;  but,  after  nineteen  years'  residence  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  people,  we  can  affirm  that,  scattered 
especially  throughout  the  ranks  of  the  industrious  classes  in 
Paris  itself,  are  many  honest  and  thoughtful  spirits,  conscious 
d{  a  void  which  neither  self-indulgence  nor  scepticism  can 
fill.  The  appellation  Ubres  peiiscurs  (freethinkers)  often 
simply  means  that  Romish  ceremonies  and  superstitions  have 
been  rejected,  while,  as  yet,  nothing  has  been  grasped  to  take 
their  place. 

Here  is  a  fine  example  in  point.  One  of  our  helpers,  a 
Government  employe  in  the  Paris  Post  Office,  was  called  to 
attend,  in  his  official  capacity,  the  funeral  of  a  fellow  employe, 
not  personally  known  to  him.  It  was  an  enterrement  civil 
(/.  e.,  without  religious  service),  and  it  pained  our  friend  to 
be  called  to  appear  publicly  on  an  occasion  in  which,  as  he 
naturally  supposed,  the  Divine  name  and  the  life  to  come 
would  be  ignored.  In  the  cortege  were  some  150  working- 
men,  all  wearing  the  badge  of  a  Socialist  or  freethinking 
society.  On  the  long  route  to  the  cemetery,  one  of  these  men 
said  to  him,  "  Excuse  me,  sir,  do  you  not  belong'to  the  Societ'e 
McAll?"  (x  title  often  given  to  our  Misson  by  outsiders  in 
Paris.) 

"  Certainly;  but  what  led  you  to  ask  the  question?" 
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"  Sir,  the  whole  family  is  distressed  because  the  deceased 
is  about  to  be  buried  without  a  word  spoken  ;  and  we  should 
be  greatly  obliged  if  you  would  say  something  at  the  grave." 

"  I  will  gladly  do  that  ;  but  since  you  have  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  Societe  McAll,  let  me  say  that,  if  I  speak,  I  should 
wish  to  do  so  in  accordance  with  Mr.  McAU's  principles — i.e., 
respecting  Jesus  Christ,  '  crucified  for  our  offences,  and  raised 
again  for  our  justification.'  " 

A  relative  was  then  consulted,  and  the  reply  was:  "  Say 
all  that  you  desire  to  say,  but  do  speak,  we  beg  you." 

Taking  his  motto  from  a  wooden  cross  planted  on  an 
adjoining  grave,  our  colleague  told  of  man's  sinful  state  and 
of  God's  infinite  love  in  the  gift  of  His  Son.  His  words, 
emphasizing  these  vital  truths,  drew  tears  from  many  eyes. 
When  he  had  concluded,  the  family  and  comrades  of  the 
deceased  gathered  round  him.  One  man  then  addressed  him^ 
in  the  name  of  all,  as  follows  : — 

"  Sir,  we  thank  you  ;  you  have  done  us  good.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  broken  entirely  with  the  ceremonies  of  religion 
(Romanism),  but  these  have  nothing  in  common  with  what 
you  have  said  to  us.  We  approve  it,  and,  like  you,  we  are 
and  shall  remain  religious  men." 

Is  there  not  a  mighty  work  to  be  done  in  seeking  out, 
scattered  among  the  masses,  these  earnest  souls,  these  (to 
adopt  their  own  phrase)  "  religious  men,"  as  yet  unacquainted 
with  the  Gospel,  and  ignorant  of  the  Bible  ? 


The  pious  Fenelon  prayed,  "  If  thou  wilt  make  use  of 
me  for  thy  work,  I  deliver  myself  to  thee.  Without  thinking 
of  self,  I  will  simply  pour  forth  on  others  what  thou  hast 
poured  out  on  me.  I  will  not  stop  timidly  or  look  back, 
however  difficult  may  be  the  duty.  I  will  act  simply  as  in 
thy  sight,  knowing  whom  I  serve." 


Jjyons. 
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LYONS. 

Letter  from  Pastor  Dubus. 

A  few  words  about  our  work  in  Lyons  will,  without  douljt, 
be  of  interest  to  our  friends  in  America. 

The  attendance,  in  general,  has  been  satisfactory  in  our 
four  halls,  but  true  conversions,  those  that  are  known  to  us, 
are  not  numerous.  In  the  spiritual  realm,  as  in  the  natural, 
there  are  often  more  flowers  than  fruit.  Besides  the  obstacles 
that  we  encounter  from  Roman  Catholicism,  we  have  to 
struggle  against  materialism  and  religious  indifference.  We 
must  take  account,  also,  of  the  misery  which  is  the  result  of  lack 
of  work,  or  of  work  that  is  under-paid.  These  wretched 
people  whom  we  invite  into  our  halls  say  to  us  sometimes  in 
anger,  "  Give  us  first  something  to  eat,  then  we  will  listen 
to  you."  The  needs  of  the  body  are  felt  before  those  of  the 
soul,  and  we  must  respond  to  both  at  the  same  time.  But 
when  we  consider  the  real  conversions  which  have  taken  place, 
those  that  we  see  in  perspective,  and  the  earnestness  of  our 
listeners,  we  have  great  reason  to  bless  God,  and  to  continue 
our  work  with  courage  and  hope. 

Independently  of  our  meetings  we  have  also  the  joy  of 
seeing  the  prosperity  of  our  schools  and  Mothers'  Meetings. 
In  our  three  Mothers'  Meetings  we  are  brought  in  contact 
with  very  poor  mothers  who  cannot  go  out  in  the  evening  on 
account  of  husband  or  children,  and  who  here  find  some 
material  aid  as  well  as  food  for  the  soul.  The  reading  of  facts 
relating  to  foreign  missions  by  the  Directress  interests  them 
greatly,  and  they  have  contributed,  sou  by  sou,  fifty-six  francs, 
to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Paris  Mission. 

We  have  four  Sunday-schools,  and  one  Thursday-school. 
At  our  Christmas  fete  we  had  nearly  400  children  and  600 
parents  and  friends.  The  large  chapel  of  the  Eglise  Libre 
was  entirely  filled.    We  have  had  several  conversions  among 
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the  young  girls.  One  of  them  has  refused  to  go  out  to  service 
in  a  certain  family  because  they  would  have  compelled  her  to 
work  on  Sunday,  and  she  wished  to  be  free  to  go  to  her 
Sunday-school  and  the  meetings.  We  have  perfect  confidence 
that,  soon  or  late,  the  "  good  seed  "  sown  in  these  young  hearts 
will  produce  fruit  for  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  glory  of 
God. 

A  Temperance  Society,  La  Croix  Bleue,  has  been  organ- 
ized in  our  city  and  we  have  been  happy  to  grant  the  Society 
the  use  of  our  halls  for  their  meetings.  We  have  already 
several  interesting  cases  among  drunkards.  A  young  man, 
fliirly  well  educated,  who  now  follows  our  meetings  with  his  wife, 
told  us  that  he  had  determined  to  commit  suicide  by  drowning 
in  the  Rhone,  but  he  came  into  one  of  our  halls,  listened  to  the 
gospel,  and  was  prevented. 

My  dear  colleague,  M.  Revel,  has  given  me  several  inter- 
esting facts  which  I  am  glad  to  add  to  my  letter  : — 

"A  lady  passing  one  evening  with  her  child  before  one 
of  our  halls  entered.  She  was  so  much  pleased  that  she 
returned  regularly  and,  with  her  little  boy,  became  a  member 
of  our  Sunday-school.  The  study  of  the  Bible  became  thence- 
forth her  favorite  occupation.  For  some  time  she  was  accus- 
tomed to  go,  after  her  day's  work  was  done,  a  distance  of 
three  kilometers  to  ask  one  of  our  number  to  explain  certain 
passages  and  to  instruct  her  in  the  things  of  God.  She  united, 
not  long  ago,  with  one  of  our  evangelical  churches,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  teachers  in  our  school. 

"A  little  girl  has  become  a  missionary  in  the  neighbor- 
hood because  the  said  that  she  must  bring  others  into 
the  school.  She  reads  her  Bible  regularly,  and  never  fails  to 
say  her  prayers  every  evening.  Her  parents  are  Roman 
Catholics,  but  they  encourage  her  in  this  way.  The  mother 
said  to  us,  '  Monsieur,  I  have  not  confessed  to  the  priest 
for  fifteen  years,  but  I  confess  my  sins  to  my  God.' 
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"  111  one  of  the  lavoirs  of  the  city  there  was  a  youiii,' 
waslnvomaii  wlio,  bt-coining  tired  of  tlie  low  conversation  of 
her  companions,  asked  the  patron  to  be  allowed  to  change 
her  place  and  work,  beside  well-disposed  persons.  In  the 
good  providence  of  God  she  was  allowed  to  stand  next  to  one 
of  our  sisters,  who  immediately  began  speaking  to  her  of  her 
happiness,  and  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  The  new-comer  was 
greatly  interested,  and  since  then  she  comes  to  our  meetings, 
is  seeking  salvation,  and  desires  to  belong  to  the  household 
of  God." 

Lyons,  Feb.  so,  iSgi. 

A  DAY'S  VISIT  TO  THE  GREAT  WORK  AT  ST.  QUENTIN. 
By  Rev.  S.  R.  Brown. 
St.  Quentin  is  an  ancient  town,  and  was  once  strongly 
fortified,  having  stood  a  historical  siege  while  defended  by 
the  courageous  Coligny,  the  brave  martyr  of  St.  Barthol- 
omew. 

There  are  50,000  inhabitants,  of  whom  nearly  2,000 
are  classed  as  Protestants.  It  can  boast  a  grand  cathedral,  in 
the  crypt  of  which  lies  the  body  of  St.  Quentin  ;  also  it  has  a 
plain,  commodious  Protestant  temple.  We  would  fain  speak 
of  the  hospitable  manse,  the  energetic  pastor  and  his  true 
helpmeet  in  Church  and  Mission  work,  but  space  forbids. 

In  medieval  times  St.  Quentin  had  three  gates  ;  these 
have  disappeared,  and  in  lieu  thereof  we  saw  three  Mission 
stations.  At  Faubourg  St.  Martin  is  a  new  hall,  bright  and 
light,  with  the  missionary's  home  above.  Our  agent,  M. 
Bravais,  a  very  gentle  man,  si  donx,  si  bon,  tant  aitne,"  I 
was  told,  had  just  brought  home  his  bride,  an  enthusiast  in 
Missions,  and  certainly  two  are  better  than  one  when  they 
are  of  one  mind  and  heart,  as  here.  The  hall  was  too  scantily 
furnished,  and  is  in  need  of  chairs,  as  _boards  stretched  on 
chairs  form  the  seats. 
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Faubourg  de  I'lle  is  across  the  river,  on  high  ground. 
Here  Pastor  Monnier  has  built  a  strong  outwork,  with 
school,  class  rooms,  and  residence  for  a  lady  missionary. 
Here,  at  Island  Gate,  are  prosperous  schools,  and  young 
women's  meetings. 

Accompanied  by  the  pastor,  we  went  to  a  low  part  of  the 
town,  through  a  maze  of  puny  houses,  narrow  lanes,  a 
labyrinth.  Here  on  Thursdays  the  Bible  woman  takes  her 
stand,  and  holds  an  Open-air  School.  At  her  appearance  a 
cry  is  raised,  "  A  V icole,  a  fecole,"  rough  boys  rush  to  the 
rendezvous  ;  girls  drag  along  their  little  sisters,  and  mothers, 
too,  come,  babies  in  arms,  to  stand  on  the  outer  circle  to 
listen,  and  give  an  occasional  "  gifle''  to  a  noisy  boy.  A 
text  is  taught,  the  verse  of  a  hymn,  a  little  story  told,  and  a 
picture  card  given.  Away  the  children  scamper,  not  before 
mother  has  said,  "  Merci,  madame,''  and  Madame,  the  mis- 
sionary, passes  to  another  spot  to  do  likewise.  Children's 
meetings  are  popular,  and  very  prosperous  at  St.  Quentin. 
512  were  present  at  the  Thursday  schools,  and  316  on  Sunday. 
In  all,  at  least  700  children  are  thus  brought  under  religious 
teaching. 

The  chef  if  cetivre  of  St.  Quentin  is  the  adult  meeting  of 
Faubourg  St.  Jean.  I  was  warned  not  to  expect  a  large 
meeting.  A  Fair,  with  all  its  attractions,  was  in  full 
swing  in  the  market-place.  Eight  Bishops  were  in  the  town 
to  celebrate  the  feast  of  their  great  saint  with  evening  services, 
so  that  the  meeting  might  suffer  from  these  counter  attrac- 
tions. Surprise  on  surprise  awaited  me.  The  building  is  a 
long,  warehouse-looking  room,  with  a  lofty  roof,  in  the  midst 
of  a  working-class  population.  It  was  built  for  a  factory, 
could  not  let,  so  the  friends  have  got  it  for  an  almost  nominal 
rent.  The  meeting,  could  I  do  justice  to  it  ?  A  part  of  the 
building  is  cut  off  for  the  soldiers'  reading-room,  and  makes  a 
and  grentrance-hall.    I  was  truly  moved  at  the  sight  of  the 
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people  that  filled  this  grand  Mission-room.  At  one  end  were  a 
certain  number  of  well-dressed,  well-to-do  Protestants.  At 
the  opposite  end  were  the  veritable  people  in  working-clothes 
coming  direct  from  the  mills.  In  the  middle  was  the  desk. 
Pastor  Monnier  presided,  having  on  one  side  his  assistant 
l)astor,  on  the  other  our  missionary,  who  led  the  singing.  For 
the  whole  church  throws  its  energies  into  this  meeting.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  it  is  a  grand  success.  Opposite  the  desk 
were  the  habitiiis  and  Mission  converts.  How  heartily  they 
sang  !  How  intently  they  listened  !  And  their  grasp  of  my 
hands  showed  how  they  had  enjoyed  the  simple,  cheerful 
meeting.  As  we  went  home,  M.  Monnier  told  me  his  fears 
and  hopes.  The  building  is  for  sale.  He  fears  lest  it  should 
fall  into  profane  hands.  The  sale  price  is  extremely  low  ; 
10,000  francs  400)  would  purchase  for  St.  Quentin  a  McAU 
Mission  station  for  ever  !  What  a  chance  for  an  American  mil- 
lionaire or  one  of  England's  merchant-princes  to  endow  this 
commercial  town  with  a  cathedral  for  the  people  for  ever  ! 

The  next  morning  we  saw  some  of  the  converts.  Ten 
have  joined  the  church  this  year,  and  still  there  are  more  to 
follow,  who  live  on  the  mountains.  (A  military  road  cuts 
through  a  hill  some  twelve  feet  high,  with  banks  on  either 
side,  dignified  by  the  name  of  Les  Montagues.^  On  the 
plateau  are  most  quaint  little  houses.  All  was  mud  and 
dreariness  without  ;  but  within,  godliness  had  produced  clean- 
liness. The  stoves  shone,  the  red  brick  floors  were  bright. 
The  aspect  of  a  pale  face  in  spotless  white  sheets,  alone  with 
her  babe,  but  happy  because  "  her  man  "  was  converted,  still 
lingers  on  my  mind.  At  noon  I  was  homeward-bound. 
M.  Monnier  must  see  me  off.  I  was  musing  on  what  I  had 
seen  and  heard,  on  what  the  French  Reformed  Church  is 
capable  of  doing  with  a  godly,  energetic  pastor,  backed  up 
by  McAU  Mission — as  I  thought  on  these  things,  we  came 
to  the  cathedral.    M.  Monnier  pointed  out  its  goodly  stones, 
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the  Gothic  arclies,  its  fine  old  painted  windows.  There  was 
sadness  in  the  tones  of  his  voice  as  he  said,  "  Once  I  thought 
I  should  preach  here,  and  that  all  would  become  Protestant." 
It  was  in  1848  that  he  had  this  day-dream,  when  the  revolu- 
tionary barometer  pointed  that  way ;  but  the  political  wind 
veered  round,  and  the  storm  landed  France  in  imperialism. 
And  now  whither  tends  public  opinion?  "  Oh,"  he  said,  they 
now  say,  "your  religion  is  better  than  ours."  M.  Monnier 
may  never  see  his  dream  accomplished ;  but  if  he  never 
preaches  in  the  cathedral,  he  is  hewing  out  living  stones  to 
build  up  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 


NOTES  FROM  SALLE  NEWARK. 

[Extract  from   a    Letter  from  Miss  Anna  B.  Duryee, 
Treasurer  of  the  Newark  Auxiliary.] 

The  work  of  the  McAll  Mission  in  Paris  is  growing  all 
the  time  in  interest  and  power.  It  seems  a  stronghold  to  me 
— like  a  fortress  for  God's  kingdom  upon  earth.  The  workers, 
too,  are  so  content  in  their  life,  as  if  it  were  satisfying  to  be 
working  for  their  Master. 

Of  course  my  interest  and  duty  seemed  for  a  time  to  be 
directed  to  the  salle  on  the  Boulevard  Voltaire  which  our 
Newark  Auxiliary  has  been  supporting.  As  this  is  nearly  an 
hour's  ride  from  the  street  where  we  were  staying  it  was  quite 
an  expedition  to  reach  it.  Nevertheless,  we  went  there  a 
number  of  times,  and  found  the  hall  in  a  very  populous  district 
of  the  city,  one  of  the  oldest  parts.  Dr.  Benham,  an  English 
physician,  devotes  a  part  of  his  time  to  this  hall,  and  reads 
and  explains  the  Bible  to  the  people  assembled  in  the  evening. 
His  wife  plays  the  melodeon,  and  the  doctor  conducts  the 
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singing.  We  had  a  tea  for  the  older  people  in  the  early  part 
of  December  when  tlio  hall  was  packed.  There  were  addresses, 
singing  by  a  French  lady,  and  abundant  refreshments.  The 
people  seemed  so  eager,  so  thankful  for  all  that  was  done  for 
them.  Well  is  it  for  Christian  men  and  women,  out  of  their 
abundance,  to  lend  a  little  of  their  means  to  brighten  the  lives 
of  others  who  have  so  little  and  to  whom  life  is  so  hard.  Then 
there  was  a  Christmas  entertainment  one  evening  sometime 
after.  Tlie  money  was  partly  contributed  by  American  ladies. 
The  tree  was  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  there  were  many 
holiday  gifts  for  the  children  which  I  helped  to  distribute. 
The  children  sang  heartily  and  behaved  so  well  and  seemed 
so  pleased  with  their  fete.  Rev.  M.  Monod  and  Dr.  Benham 
spoke  to  them.  M.  Paul  Pascal,  a  young  Frenchman  study- 
ing for  the  ministry,  has  the  school  in  charge,  and  Rev.  M. 
Monod's  daughter  assists  him.  I  am  glad  that  the  French 
Protestants  themselves  are  being  brought  into  the  service. 

Cannes,  France,  February  12,  i8g\. 


At  our  remote  village  station  of  Ste.  Gemme,  beyond 
St.  Germain,  many  of  the  inhabitants  have  avowed  themselves 
Protestants,  and  regular  worship  has  been  established  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Soci'ete  Centrale  (t Fvangelisation.  The 
poor  people  have  made  praiseworthy  efforts  towards  meeting  the 
expenses  of  worship.  The  sight  ot  this  little  Christian  com- 
munity rising  up  where,  ■  until  within  these  few  years,  super- 
stition and  irreligion  had  complete  sway,  is  strikingly  sugges- 
tive of  what  could,  by  God's  blessing,  be  accomplished 
through  persevering  effort  in  hundreds  of  similar  neglected 
places. 

—From  the  Paris  Repoi't,  i8go. 
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MR.  GREIG'S  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  AT  BERCY  AND 
•     ST.  ANTOINE. 

(Letter  from  Miss  Anna  E.  Johnson,  Recently  of 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.)* 

Mr.  Greig  is  certainly  the  "Sunday-school  man  "  of  the 
McAU  Mission.  He  lives  within  walking  distance  of  his 
main  centres  of  work,  Salle  Bercy  and  Salle  St.  Antoine. 
Bercy  is  his  church,  as  well  as  being  a  mission  hall.  It  is 
very  complete  with  its  pretty  audience  room,  smaller  rooms  for 
the  young  men  and  infant  class,  and,  above,  a  cosy  room  for 
"La  Ruche,''  Mrs.  Greig's  band  of  young  girls,  who,  being 
"  Busy  Bees,"  have  taken  a  bee  as  their  badge.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  one  evening  when  these  girls  hag 
their  working  meeting.  They  are  all  poor  girls,  spendind 
their  days  in  their  "ateliers,"  but  they  give  this  one  evening 
a  week  to  working  for  others.  Before  the  close,  a  short 
Bible-reading  is  given,  usually  by  Mrs.  Greig,  followed  by 
prayer  in  which  anyone  may  take  part.  Many  of  these  girls 
are  Christians,  and  have  Sunday-school  classes  and  other 
religious  work.  Besides  Mrs.  Greig's  many  occupations  as 
wife  and  mother,  she  plays  the  organ  in  church,  Sunday- 
schools  and  mission  meetings,  teaches  in  the  schools,  etc. 

Mr.  Greig  has  evenings  for  his  young  men,  for  their 
entertainment  as  well  as  training,  always  keeping  in  view 
their  spiritual  advancement. 

A  walk  of  half  an  hour  brings  us  to  St.  Antoine,  in  the 
midst  of  a  teeming  population  of  poor  working  people.  The 
hall  is  old,  low  and  dark,  but  well  ventilated.  Lately  it  has 
had  a  fine  new  dress  of  frescoing  and  ornamental  wood 
work  which  gives  it  a  much  more  attractive  appearance ;  this, 
however,  was  not  the  case  on  the  afternoon  I  went  to  see  the 
Sunday-school,  soon  after  coming  to  Paris,  and  my  first 
impression  was  one  of  disappointment,  especially  as  I  'found 

*  Miss  Johnson  is  now  working  in  the  Misson  at  her  own  charges. 


Mr.  Greig's  Sunday-School. 
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not  a  creature  in  the  hall.  I  heard  voices  in  an  adjoining 
room,  and  made  bold  to  enter.  There  I  found  Mr.  Greig  as 
Gamaliel,  his  young  teachers  at  his  feet,  figuratively  speaking, 
while  he  prepared  them  for  their  cla.sses,  which  he  does  every 
Sunday,  before  the  school  opens.  I  had  arrived  in  time  to 
get  the  benefit  of  it. 

I  should  perhaps  say  that  these  young  men  and  girls, 
the  moriiieurs  and  monitrices,  are  working  hard  all  the  week 
at  their  various  trades.  One  young  man  is  a  cook,  another 
a  printer,  etc.,  yet  they  gladly  give  their  Sunday  to  the 
Lord's  service,  which  means  a  great  deal  in  Paris,  where 
Sunday  is  a  gala-day  when  a  pleasure  excursion  of  some  sort 
is  a  matter  of  course.  When  the  hour  to  open  the  school  had 
arrived  and  we  went  back  into  the  larger  hall,  what  a  change 
had  taken  place.  A  large  number  of  children  of  all  ages  had 
assembled.  After  the  opening  services,  Mrs.  Greig  presiding 
at  the  harmonium,  they  were  divided  into  classes.  I  was 
delighted  to  see  a  French  Sunday-school,  with  French 
teachers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greig  being  the  only  English  speaking 
workers  present.  I  was  struck  with  the  animation  and  earn- 
estness on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  the  attention  of  the 
children.  After  fifteen-  or  twenty  minutes  of  class  teaching, 
a  hymn  was  sung,  the  children  gathered  together  and  Mr. 
Greig  reviewed  the  lesson  from  the  desk,  the  children  answer- 
ing promptly  and  well.  At  the  close  of  the  school  the  bon 
points,  tickets  for  attendance  and  recitation,  were  distrib- 
uted, many  pushing  forward  to  get  a  shake  of  Mr.  Greig's 
hand.  School  over,  we  retired,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greig,  a  num- 
ber of  the  teachers  and  myself,  to  the  little  room  first 
mentioned,  where  I  was  kindly  invited  to  share  with  them  their 
informal  tea.  It  did  me  good  to  see  how  at  home  and  happy 
the  young  men  and  maidens  were.  One  could  see  they  had 
a  feeling  of  fellowship  which  would  be  a  help  and  bond  of 
union  in  the  Christian  life. 
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Mother's  Meeting  at  St.  Antoine. 

Some  weeks  after  this  Mrs.  Greig  asked  me  to  help  lier 
with  a  Mother's  Meeting  in  this  same  hall.  We  began  it  in 
November.  It  is  a  nice  little  meeting,  our  attendance  vary- 
ing from  1 6  to  23  or  24.  After  a  little  chat  with  some  of  the 
women  the  meeting  is  opened  by  the  singing  of  a  hymn  and  a 
short  prayer,  an  interesting  story  is  read  aloud  for  an  hour 
while  the  women  work,  then  they  are  divided  into  two  classes, 
usually,  and  we  have  half  an  hours'  talk  upon  a  portion  of 
scripture.  The  women  show  a  good  deal  of  interest  and 
often  make  remarks  themselves,  which  is  a  great  help  in  find- 
ing out  how  much  knowledge  of  the  truth  they  have.  The 
groupes  are  followed  by  a  closing  hymn  and  prayer,  and  then 
cups  of  cocoa  and  bread  are  given  to  all. 

Some  of  the  women  are  especially  noticeable.  Our  oldest 
woman  is  92  but  very  much  alive  still,  with  round  bright  blue 
eyes  and  a  most  beaming  smile,  which  is  perhaps  less  becoming 
to  her  than  the  bright  colored  handkerchief  around  her  head. 
Another  tiny  woman,  much  younger  than  the  other,  being 
only  78,  but  in  whom  life  seems  nearly  extinct,  excites  one's 
pity  by  her  feebleness.  These  old  bodies  are  given  the  warm- 
est places,  and  it  is  touching  to  see  ho\V  they  enjoy  the  '^boii 
fcti.^^  It  is  to  be  hoped  they  gain  some  spiritual  life  and 
warmth  also.  There  are  some  bright  Christians  among  them, 
seeming  to  live  in  God's  presence. 


Salle  Yulee-Florida  has  become,  in  a  great  measure,  like  a 
missionary  church,  whose  members  strive  to  make  known 
around  them  the  blessed  Word  that  saves.  Distribution  of 
tracts,  visiting  the  poor,  the  sick,  at  home  or  in  the  hospitals 
— this  is  done  by  many  of  them  ;  while  others  open  their 
houses  to  their  neighbors  for  studying  the  Holy  Scriptures. 


Lasting  Ihmit. 
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LASTING  P'RUIT. 
By  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Anderson. 

Three  years  ago,  at  some  special  meetings  held  in  Salle 
Beach,  Avenue  Wagram,  when  prayer  and  praise,  tears  and 
smiles,  mingled  before  the  mercy-seat,  and  Ciiristian  brethren 
and  sisters  spontaneously  succeeded  each  other  in  testimony, 
exhortation  and  supplication,  a  well-dressed  couple,  among 
many  other  persons,  asked  to  be  prayed  for,  as  they  desired 
from  that  hour  to  lead  a  life  of  gratitude  to  Jesus  Christ,  who 
had  died  for  them.    Prayer  was  answered  on  their  behalf. 

Scarcely  three  months  elapsed  before  their  resolve  was 
fully  put  to  the  test.  The  husband  had  a  good  situation  in  a 
shoemaking  establishment.  It  was  the  habit  of  his  fellow- 
workmen  to  use  vile  language.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to  speak 
to  them  against  this.  They  hated  him,  and  turned  his 
words  into  ridicule.  The  master  sided  with  them,  and  when,  a 
short  time  afterwards,  our  friend  asked  to  be  set  free  from  the 
Sunday  work,  which  he  would  rej^lace  on  week-days,  the 
task  to  be  done  on  Sunday  was  increased,  instead.  When  he 
remonstrated  he  was  told  that  his  services  were  no  more 
required.  Thus  it  was  that,  in  his  endeavor  to  serve  Christ  by 
witnessing  against  impure  words  and  Sabbath-breaking,  he  lost 
his  situation.  But  the  Word  had  taken  deep  root  in  him.  He 
had  added  strength  to  his  faith,  and  did  not  forsake  his  pro- 
fession of  being  a  disciple.  He  laid  the  matter  before  his  God 
and  Father.  After  being  without  work  for  a  while,  he  joined 
a  poor  shoemaker  at  a  little  distance  out  of  Paris.  He  began 
early  to  work,  and  toiled  till  late  at  night.  One  day,  at 
breakfast  time,  I  saw  him  hastening  to  the  shop,  with  his 
eyes  fastened  on  the  pages  of  his  pocket  Testament,  as  he  went 
along.  He  heeded  nobody  and  nothing,  but  supplied  his 
soul  with  food  for  the  day.  He  told  me  afterwards  that  it 
was  the  only  leisure  he  had  to  read  the  Word  of  God  quietly, 
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for  at  night  he  was  so  tired  that  as  soon  as  he  reached  home 
he  was  overcome  by  sleep. 

God  prospered  him,  and  a  few  months  later  he  was  his 
own  master,  working  away  freely  in  his  own  little  shop.  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  visit  his  humble  abode,  to  which  the  tiny 
shop  is  attached,  and  have  a  word  of  prayer  with  him  and 
his  persevering  wife.  He  no  more  hears  profane  language, 
but  can  delight  his  soul  in  precious  thoughts,  while  arduously 
trying  to  suffice  for  the  abundance  of  work  he  has  to  do.  His 
wife  is  often  seen  helping  him,  when  household  duties  permit. 
The  Lord's  day  is  their  happiest  day.  They  rejoice  in  fre- 
quenting the  religious  services  in  the  House  of  God  close  by. 
The  little  workshop  is  closed  on  Sundays,  and  happy  pros- 
perity is  smiling  upon  the  humble  couple.  The  once  loved 
theatre,  (and  few  are  the  French  people  who  do  not  love  the 
theatre)  has  been  forsaken,  and  an  expression  of  the  wife's 
concerning  it,  is  worth  remembering.  She  said  "We  dislike 
the  theatre,  because  it  is  the  school  where  husbands  and  wives 
are  taught  how  to  deceive  one  another." 

One  of  the  peculiar  fruits  of  Ihis  conversion  to  Christ  is 
the  desire  to  make  known  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Him.  Not 
only  do  they  do  so  by  conversation,  whenever  they  can,  but 
near  the  door  of  the  little  shop  there  is  a  box  fixed  to  the  wall 
in  which  are  placed  tracts  and  Gospels,  and  on  it  is  written, 
"  Prenez,  c'est  gratuit,"  "Take,  it  is  gratuitous."  And 
people  often  take  of  the  good  seed,  to  the  delight  of  our 
friend. 

One  day  a  lady  in  deep  mourning,  who  had  taken  a 
tract,  returned  and  said  it  had  been  such  a  source  of  conso- 
lation to  her  that  she  would  like  to  have  some  others.  Natur- 
ally this  gave  our  friends  another  opportunity  of  witnessing 
for  their  Redeemer.  It  does  one  good  to  see  the  joyful  grati- 
tude with  which  this  Christian  couple  receive  tracts  and  leaf- 
lets wherewith  to  replenish  their  distributing  box. 


Lasting  Fruit. 
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One  more  thing  to  be  recorded  to  their  honor,  and  to 
the  glory  and  grace  of  God  which  transforms  our  souls  more 
and  more  into  the  image  of  Christ,  is  that  our  friends  have 
also  joined  the  Paris  Temperance  Society,  since  their  con- 
version. Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  but  unto  thy  name  be  all 
the  glory. 


"Thank  God,  France  to-day  is  enjoying  a  reformation. 
As  I  look  upon  the  eastern  sky  of  France  I  see  it  bright  with 
the  glory  of  the  coming  day.  We  have  there  our  McAU 
Mission  and  our  eloquent  preachers.  The  Pope  has  lost  his 
grip.  Unfortunately  a  subtle  kind  of  infidelity  has  taken  the 
place  of  monkish  superstition,  but  by  and  bye  that  infidelity 
will  pass  over,  and  there  will  be  nobler  plumes  than  those  of 
Henry  of  Navarre  coming  into  the  arena  to  strive  for  a  purer 
and  better  literature,  for  science,  and  for  Protestant  faith  in 
sunny  France." 

Rev.  R.  S.  MacArthur,  D.  D. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  PERSONAL  ESTATE. 

I  do  give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  American  McAll  Asso- 
ciation the  sum  of  dollars. 

FORM  OF  BEQUEST  FOR  REAL  ESTATE. 

I  do  give  and  devise  to  the  American  McAll  Association  the 
following  described  property. 
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RECEIPTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  McALL  ASSOCIATION 
FROM  AUXILIARIES  AND  CHURCHES. 

From  December  15,  1890,  to  March  15,  1891. 

MAINE,  sc.oo. 
Saccarappa— S.  Kobitschok  ...    $C  00 


VERMONT,  8:!0.00. 
Burlington  Auxiliary   $30  00 

MASSACHUSETTS,  ?2,501.23. 
Amherst  Auxiliary  8136  40 


Andover 

Boston  "   

Danvers — Pastor's  Class  in  Ma- 
ple Street  S.  S  

Eastharapton  Auxiliary  .... 
Fall  River— First  Cong'l  Church 
Fitchburg—  Calvinistic  Cong'l 
Church 


275  70 
1,750  00 

10  00 

53  (12 
25  00 

4  04 


Haverhill  Auxiliary   101  57 

Ijongmcadow— collection  ...  3  87 
Lynn — Washington  St.  Baptist 

Church   17  21 

Westfield  Auxiliary   21  42 

Whitiusville— Mr.Edw'dWhitin  50  00 

Winchester  Auxiliary   50  00 

CONNECTICUT,  S945.48. 
Bridgeport  —  Washington  Ave. 

Baptist  Church   $10  00 

Chaplin— Mr.  H.  T.  Crosby   .  .  5  00 
Miss  J.  W.  Crosby  .  .  5  00 
"       Miss  Jane  Clark  .  .  .  2  00 
"       Mrs.    Frances  Wil- 
liams   1  00 

Miss  M.  H.  Dorrance  2  00 

Hartford  Auxiliary   331  97 

New  Haven  "    400  00 

"        — Friends  iu  United 

Church   35  00 

Norfolk— Cong'l  Ch.  and  Soc'y  20  00 

Norwich — First  Cong'l  Church  10  35 

"  Park  Cong'l  Church  108  16 
"        Rev.   and  Mrs.  N. 

Beach   5  00 

Wethersfield— First  Cong'l  S.  S.  10  00 

RHODE  ISLAND,  $267.27 

Rhode  Island  Auxiliary  ....  $267  27 

NEW  YORK,  $2,593.92. 

Albany  Auxiliary   $16  18 

Brooklyn  Auxiliary   300  00 

Mr.  William  Howard  10  00 

Cambridge— Mr.  J.  L.  King  .  .  10  00 
Hamilton — Mrs.  M.  L.  B.  Ram- 

.  .  25  00 
.  .  1,840  00 

.  .  160  00 
50  74 

.  .  182  00 


NEW  JERSEY,  $1,272.10. 
Beverly  —  "Helping  Hands," 

King's  Daughters   $5  25 

Dover— Presbyterian  S.  S.  .  .  .  50  00 

Morristown  Auxiliary   210  00 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Owen  175  00 

Newark  Auxiliary   300  00 

New  Brunswick  Auxiliarv  .  .  .  159  00 

Oxford— Second  Pres.  S.  S.    .  .  12  35 

Plaiufield  Auxiliary   360  50 

PENNSYLVANIA,  84,623.23. 
Chambersburg- Falling  Spring 

Presbyterian  Church  ...  $23  38 

Chester  and  Vicinitv  Auxiliary  176  79 

Easton  Auxiliary  ."   26  00 

Harrisburg  Auxiliarv   30  00 

Philadelphia  Auxiliary  ....  4,341  00 


A  Friend  ....  1  00 

"          Mrs  E.C.  (iranger  5  00 

"           Mr.W.  N.Moland  5  00 

Second  Ref.  Ch.  15  06 

MARYLAND,  $762.50. 

Baltimore  Auxiliary   $760  00 

Frederick— Mrs.  S.  R.  Bonsall      I  50 
Miss  F.  L.  Trail  .  .       1  00 

DELAWARE,  $239.75. 

Wilmington  Auxiliary   $14  75 

"        Du  Pont  Memorial 

Fund   225  00 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  $180.25 
Washington  Auxiliary    ....  $480.26 

FLORIDA,  $230.00. 
Florida  Auxiliary   $230  00 


baut 

New  York  Auxiliary  . 
Rochester  " 
Syracuse  " 
Troy 


OHIO,  $84  ).00. 
Cincinnati  Auxiliary  .  .  . 
Cleveland  "  .  .  . 
Dayton  "  .  .  . 


INDIANA,  $315.00. 
Indiana  Auxiliary  


ILLINOIS,  $221.82. 
Chicago  Auxiliary  


MISSOURI,  $80.65. 
Springfield — Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  

MISSISSIPPI,  $5.00. 
Jackson— Mrs.  John  Hunter  .  . 


$255  00 
500  00 
90  00 


$315  00 
$221  82 

$80  65 
$5  00 
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Rvangelistic  Mission  in  France, 

known  as  tht 

McALL  MISSION. 
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